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Anecdote of the Jar

BY WALLACE STEVENS

I placed a jar in Tennessee,
And round it was, upon a hill.
It made the slovenly wilderness
Surround that hill.

The wilderness rose up to it,

And sprawled around, no longer wild.
The jar was round upon the ground
And tall and of a port in air.

[t took dominion everywhere.
The jar was gray and bare.

It did not give of bird or bush,
Like nothing else in Tennessee.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/detail/14575 Page 1 of 2


https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/toc/detail/89328
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/archive
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/about
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/wallace-stevens

Anecdote of the Jar - Poetry Foundation 6/6/16, 10:47 AM

MORE FROM THIS ISSUE

This poem originally appeared in the October 1919 issue of Poetry magazine

Wheat and Chaff October 1919 Table of Contents

BY HARRIET MONROE This issue is sold out.

Colloquy with a Polish Aunt Subscribe to Poetry Magazine

BY WALLACE STEVENS Browse All Issues Back to 1912

Journeys and Discoveries
BY MARK TURBYFILL

POETRY

e ~

Ray Ryan | V. Peneloge Pelirson | Marie Pooms

Digital Magazine
Print subscribers can now access the digital editions of Poetry!

Find out more »

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/detail/14575 Page 2 of 2


http://poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/digitalfaq
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/toc/detail/70402
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/toc/detail/70402
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/articles/detail/65024
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/detail/14580
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/detail/14582
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/toc/detail/70402
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/subscribe
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/archive
http://poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/digitalfaq
http://poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/digitalfaq

