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Demo Lesson 10:
The Great Debate

Duration: 50 minute class, although it could easily extend into the first part of a second class depending on the progress of the discussion. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Objectives: To have the students debate, in a formal debate setting, whether or not Faulkner’s novel, Absalom, Absalom!,  could be considered a “historical novel” by Lukács’ standards. By so doing, students will not only actively engaged with the texts we have been examining in this unit, but also put these texts into conversation with one another. To achieve this end, this is the culminating lesson of the unit and the class would have already been divided into teams and given time to construct their discussion points prior to this class. Furthermore, they would have, in groups, picked three passages that support their respective claim. They then would have each chosen one of those quotes and performed a 2-3 page close reading of that scene with their over-arching claim in mind.  

Materials: 
	William Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom!
	Georg Lukács’ The Historical Novel
	Handout of proper debate procedures (for reference)

Procedure:
1.) Team one (pro-historical novel reading) gives a 10-minute presentation of their position and three pieces of textual evidence for it.
2.) Team two (anti-historical novel reading) gives a 10-minute presentation of their position and three pieces of textual evidence for it.
3.) 5-minute discussion period for the teams to construct their respective rebuttals.
4.) Team one (pro) presents a 5-minute rebuttal, using one subsequent piece of textual evidence, to team two’s claims.
5.) Team two (anti) presents a 5-minute rebuttal, using one subsequent piece of textual evidence, of team one’s claims.
6.) Use the remainder of the time for class discussion and to declare a “winner” of the debate[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  This procedure was adapted from those outlined here: http://www.niu.edu/facdev/resources/guide/strategies/classroom_debates.pdf ] 


Questions for Further Discussion: Are you satisfied with the outcome of the debate? Why or why not? What do you think the strongest parts of each side’s presentations were? How about the weakest? 

Homework: Revise your 2-3 page close reading of one of the passages cited today based off of our discussion today. Write a one-paragraph analysis of how your reading changed and why you think it changed to way it did. Staple all three assignments (original draft, revised draft, and meta-analysis) together and hand them in next class.  
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